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The Here and Now: 
Reimagining Early Childhoods  
In Urgent Times 

ECPN Updates 
Pedagogist Program  

May was Child Care Month in B.C., and a fitting time to gather with educators, pedagogists, and 

sector leaders at the 2025 Early Childhood Educators of BC (ECEBC) Conference in Richmond and 

Kamloops. ECPN hosted a table at both sites , which included examples of pedagogists’ work and 

several Pedagogist Program resources.  It was a lovely opportunity to connect with many people 

from across the province. Over the course of the conference, we had rich conversations with 

educators about what pedagogical work looks like in their communities. We were  encouraged to 

hear about the many ways educators and pedagogists are collaborating to think differently about 

curriculum, care, and the everyday complexities of early childhood education.   



As part of the conference program in Kamloops, ECPN co-director Kathleen Kummen moderated a 

panel titled Rethinking Retention: Unpacking Challenges and Opportunities for the Field with UVic 

Child Care director Kim Ainsworth, educators Angie Simpson and Amber Goforth, and pedagogists 

Sadaf Soheilsayar and Narda Nelson. The presenters reflected on the conditions shaping educator 

retention across the province, acknowledging the systemic challenges while also highlighting the role 

of pedagogical commitments in cultivating meaningful, life -sustaining work. 

We thank ECEBC for creating space with their annual conference for such important conversations to 

unfold and deepen. As Child Care Month reminds us, early childhood education is more than a 

service—it is a space for collective imagining, ethical engagement, and hopeful transformation. We 

look forward to the Pedagogist Program continuing to be part of these ongoing sector dialogues. 

re:materia  
We are excited to announce, in partnership with 

ECEBC, a new re:materia mini documentary! This 

mini-doc captures the debut of re:materia’s 

exhi’pit at the May 2024 ECEBC Conference and 

shares insights from both participants and 

organizers. The exhi’pit invites viewers into a 

multisensory conversation about waste cycles, 

pedagogical responsibility, and the collective 

work of imagining more just and sustainable 

futures with and alongside children. The exhi’pit 

offerings can also be explored via the published 

catalogue on the ECPN website.     

ECPN table Kamloops: Sadaf Soheilsayar, Amber Goforth, Kim Ainsworth, Kathleen Kummen, 

Lauren Rollier, Angie Simpson 

View Here 

https://ecpn.ca/exhipit-catalogue/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/1084442589?badge=0&amp;autopause=0&amp;player_id=0&amp;app_id=58479


 

Upcoming Events  
Spring Presentation Series  

The Early Childhood Pedagogy Program, delivered by the ECPN, is offering one final presentation for 

the Spring Presentation Series. 

June 24 – Amplifying the Voices of Transgender Kids in a 

Trans/Gender Justice Program 

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm PT 

In this webinar, TK Hannah centres children as 

knowledge-holders and active participants in shaping 

their worlds, drawing on the voices, experiences, and 

perspectives of transgender children who participated in 

an affirming trans/gender justice camp in B.C.  

 

 

 

 

ECPN Information Session 

In June, the ECPN will be offering two information sessions for 

educators, directors, and other early childhood professionals to 

learn more about the Early Childhood Pedagogist Program and the 

role of the pedagogist. These one-hour sessions will provide 

information about the resources and professional development 

offerings that are available to educators in B.C. If you are 

interested in learning more about the Pedagogist Program, or have 

questions for the ECPN leadership team, join one of the sessions 

below.  

Session 1                     Session 2 

Date: Thursday, June 19, 2025,      Date: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 

Time: 6:30 – 7:30 pm PT       Time: 6:30 – 7:30 pm PT 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Register Here for 
Session 2 

Register Here for 
Session 1 

Register Here 

https://ecpn.ca/event/amplifying-the-voices-of-transgender-kids-in-a-trans-gender-justice-program/
https://ecpn.ca/event/ecpn-information-session-session-one/
https://ecpn.ca/event/ecpn-information-session-session-two/


ECPN Highlights  

Field Note - Charcoaling 

In this field note, ECPN pedagogist Maria 

Jeong reflects on a long-term inquiry with 

educators and children, shaped by ongoing 

encounters with charcoal. Rather than 

positioning materials as tools for individual 

development, Maria and the educators she 

collaborates with make a deliberate 

pedagogical decision to work with charcoal as 

a relational companion—one that lingers with 

bodies, stories, and environment. This 

reflection traces how the practice of 

charcoaling, a term that emerges through the 

work, creates space for collective meaning-

making and storying. Through gestures, 

repetition, and shared attention, charcoal becomes 

more than a medium for drawing; it becomes a 

material that invites wonder, resists containment, 

and gathers educators and children into new rhythms of relation. 

  

Continuing the Conversation    
June brings both Pride Month and National Indigenous History Month , two invitations to reflect on the 

histories, conditions, and possibilities that shape early childhood education in what is currently known 

as Canada. These are not separate or isolated recognitions. They are intertwined calls to think deeply 

about how power, identity, and belonging are made and unmade in our everyday pedagogical work.  

 

Early childhood education does not sit outside of the world , it is part of the world. It is shaped by 

histories of resistance and erasure, of harm and hope. This month, on our social media platforms, we’ve 

been sharing posts that invite educators and pedagogists to think about how 2SLGBTQIA+ and 

Indigenous peoples lives and stories have long been excluded, regulated, or made invisible in early 

childhood spaces. 

 

Pride began through refusal—refusal to be silenced, erased, or disciplined by systems that uphold 

cisheteronormativity, whiteness, and colonial control. National Indigenous History Month invites us to 

remember that every early childhood classroom is situated on Indigenous land, shaped by histories of 

dispossession and ongoing colonial violence. Both ask: What does it mean to take responsibility for how 

we show up in early childhood education? 

 

This is not about adding themed curriculum content such as rainbow flags or Bannock making. It’s about 

rethinking the stories we tell, the relationships we nurture, and the worlds we co -create with children. 

When inclusion is reduced to visibility without structural change , when it asks people to show up in 

Read More 

https://ecpn.ca/charcoaling/


ways that are legible, comfortable, or non-disruptive, we risk reinforcing the very systems we claim to 

challenge. 

 

Children are not too young. They are already wondering, noticing, resisting, and imagining otherwise. 

Our role is not to protect them from complexity, but to be in relationship with them as they navigate 

it. This month provides an invitation to reflect and ask:  

 

Whose histories are centered in our classrooms, and whose are left out?  

How might we take up joy, resistance, and relational accountability in our work?  

What does it mean to reimagine early childhood education as a space for ethical, political, and collective 

transformation? 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

https://ecpn.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/98877208/admin/page-posts/published/
https://www.facebook.com/ECPNBC
https://www.instagram.com/ecpnbc/



