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Early Childhood Pedagogical Network

In this article, we offer an intro-
duction to the Early Childhood 
Pedagogy Network (ECPN) 

blog series—a collection of brief, 
critically reflective posts that invite 
readers into pedagogical thinking 
rooted in complexity, relationality, 
and situated practice. By sharing the 
history, purpose, and possibilities 
of this writing, we hope to support 
educators in engaging with the blog 
as a space for ongoing inquiry and 
dialogue.

At the ECPN, we create space for 
thinking in early childhood educa-
tion that moves beyond surface-level 
solutions. Educators are often inun-
dated with quick tips and practical 
strategies that leave little room to 
consider the ideas, theories, and 
ethics that shape pedagogical prac-
tices. Our blog posts offer a different 
kind of engagement, one that invites 
educators to slow down and think 
together. They support a vision of 
early childhood education as a field 
grounded in sustained ethical en-
gagement and collective thinking.

ECPN blog posts are short pieces 
written by ECPN pedagogists, co-
ordinators, and directors and by 
educators and researchers. They are 
not summaries or how-to guides. 
Rather, they offer invitations to 
several kinds of readers (educators, 
instructors, students) to pause, to 
think with others, and to dwell with 
the complex questions that arise in 
everyday pedagogical work. In do-
ing so, the posts contribute to an 
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ongoing conversation about what 
early childhood education might be-
come when it is rooted in dialogue, 
ethical encounters, and attention to 
our relationality. 

A Brief History of Blogging

Since blogs emerged in the 1990s, 
they have taken many forms and 
served a range of purposes (Rett-
burg, 2013). In 1997, Jorn Barger 
coined the term “weblog” to describe 
an online journal that curated links 
alongside personal commentary 
(Blood, 2000). Two years later, Pe-
ter Merholz playfully shortened the 
term to “blog,” a name that quickly 
gained traction (Merholz, 2002; 
Rettburg, 2013). That same year, the 
launch of the platform Blogger by 
Pyra Labs made it easier for people 
to publish and share writing online, 
helping to popularize blogging as a 
widely accessible form of expression 
and exchange (boyd, 2006).

In her essay “Weblogs: A History and 
Perspective” (2000), Rebecca Blood 
describes the early blog landscape as 
a shift from passive media consump-
tion to active engagement. Rather 
than simply absorbing mainstream 
news, bloggers sought out articles 
from lesser-known sources and 
offered additional facts, alterna-
tive perspectives, and thoughtful 
analysis (Blood, 2000). In doing 
so, they moved from audience to 
participant—taking part in the 
interpretation and circulation of 
ideas (Blood, 2000). Blogs became 

spaces to contextualize information, 
draw connections across sources, 
and place ideas in conversation 
to deepen public understanding 
(Blood, 2000). This participatory 
history is something we intention-
ally carry forward in our blogging 
practices, keeping ECPN blogs as 
spaces for participation in pedagogi-
cal discourse grounded in exchange, 
curiosity, and collective meaning 
making.

Writing as a Way of 
Living with Ideas

As Nicole Land and Cristina Del-
gado Vintimilla (2024) remind us, 
writing is not simply a way to convey 
knowledge. It is a practice of won-
dering, curating, and weaving peda-
gogical possibilities (p. 50). For us at 
the ECPN, writing blogs becomes 
a way of living with ideas, of stay-
ing with complexity, and noticing 
how we are moved—by theorists, by 
children, by colleagues, and by the 
unfolding contexts we are a part of. 
These short posts invite readers to 
think deeply with questions and mo-
ments from everyday educational 
practices. ECPN blogs make visible 
the thought processes of pedago-
gists, the inheritances they carry, and 
the thinkers they work alongside. In 
doing so, blogging becomes a prac-
tice of citation as care, a way of ac-
knowledging that pedagogical work 
is always entangled with others and 
is shaped by those who came before 
and those we think alongside (Land 
& Vintimilla, 2024). Naming who 
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we think with becomes part of the 
work itself, a relational practice that 
honours connection. In this way, 
blogs become a way of inhabiting 
the world more ethically, curiously, 
and collectively.

At ECPN, we use blogs as relational 
spaces for slow, intentional thought. 
A pedagogist might write a post to 
share how a pedagogical decision 
unfolded in practice. At other times, 
a blog might stay with a particular 
concept, drawing unexpected con-
nections or inviting new ways of 
thinking across disciplines. For in-
stance, in “Living with Caterpillars,” 
Teresa Smith revisits the familiar 
practice of bringing caterpillars into 
early childhood classrooms, raising 
questions about more-than-human 
relations, ecological ethics, and care. 
Rather than offering a step-by-step 
approach, her post lingers with the 
complexities and vulnerabilities of 
more-than-human life. Blogs can 
also offer a specific concept that an 
author believes is worthy of thinking 
about in early childhood education. 
In “Contamination,” the ECPN fo-
cuses on the concept of contamina-
tion, tracing how pedagogical work 
is shaped by relationships, places, 
histories, and the entanglement of 
ideas that move across early child-
hood settings. Both pieces offer dif-
ferent entry points, but each makes 
visible how blog writing can sup-
port attunement, responsiveness, 
and reorientation. Regardless of 

form, every post engages in think-
ing-through-writing—a mode of 
inquiry that resists resolution and 
embraces the messy, generative na-
ture of pedagogical life.

Blogging as a Commons and 
a Call to Radical Dialogue

Blogging is not just about expressing 
ideas; it is a practice of co-thinking. 
It is about creating the conditions 
for radical dialogue: conversations 
that ask not only what we do in early 
childhood education but why we 
do it. At the ECPN, we understand 
educators as thinkers and research-
ers, individuals engaged in ongoing 
processes of noticing, questioning, 
and responding alongside others. 
Our blogs offer one way of making 
this thinking visible. Rather than 
offering fixed answers or polished 
conclusions, our posts stay with 
the uncertainties and tensions that 
shape early childhood education, 
opening space for new orientations 
and collective inquiry.

We blog with the hope these pieces 
won’t sit idle or alone but will be 
picked up, reworked, and shaped in 
response to specific contexts, then 
carried into classrooms, conversa-
tions, and pedagogical work. We 
invite readers to approach these 
blogs, not for solutions, but for 
companionship in thought—to be 
stirred, disrupted, and moved to-
ward thinking otherwise about early 
childhood education. This might 

happen through practices of staying 
with complexity, questioning routine 
assumptions, and attending to the 
ethical relations that shape our work.

To blog, then, is to speak in the hope 
of response. It is to trace ideas in 
public, to stay with what is unre-
solved and to invite others into the 
unfinished work of thinking togeth-
er, where ideas may orient us differ-
ently, shift our attention, or open up 
new possibilities for response. Blog-
ging becomes an act of pedagogy, a 
way of participating in a collective 
project of imagining, shaping, and 
living education differently.
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